Year 3 Spring 1 - Disaster
Topic Overview -

In this topic, children will look at the layers that make up the Earth. They will learn about the supercontinent Pangea which used to make
up Earth’s land. This then leads into the children learning about how volcanoes and earthquakes are formed. Children will learn about
the different types of volcanoes and how they erupt. They will also learn about what causes earthquakes and study a famous volcanic
eruption and famous earthquake.
Big Bang! Disaster has struck the Y3 classrooms! How will we survive?
Our Learning Overview
English

Maths

Teamwork
Respect
Honesty
Pride

Disaster!

Our Values

Night of the Twisters – This term, we will be learning about tornados through Ivy
Ruckman’s, Night of the Twisters. We will be writing a fictional story based on a
natural disaster and a non-fiction text based character and events in the text.
Multiplication and division
Deriving multiplication and division facts
Multiplication and division facts for 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10
Multiplicative structures: equal groups/parts, change and comparison,
correspondence problems
Relationships: commutativity and inverse

Science

Light – In this unit, the children will learn about what light is, how light can travel,
how it reflects off different surfaces and how it can be used as an energy source.
They will also explore shadows and how they can be manipulated.

History

Disaster! – The children will learn about a variety of different earthquakes that have
happened throughout the world, in particular the 1906 earthquake in San

Francisco.
Art

The children will use a variety of different art modes to create representations of
natural disasters.

PHSE/RE

In RE, the children will be exploring Sikhism and stories from the Sikh faith. In PHSE,
the children will further explore the school and British Values and how we can apply
these to our lives.

Music

We will be using the Charanga Musical School scheme. The children will explore
Reggae music, with a focus on the song, ‘Three Little Birds’ by Bob Marley. They will
also learn to sing, play and compose this song whilst listening and appraising other
Reggae music.

Educational visit: N/A

Key Text

